
How to calculate surplus payable 
 
These samples are all based on a family of 2.  The Federal Guideline is adjusted for each file based on your family unit size. 
 
 
Sample 1 – no surplus payable Sample 2 – single bankrupt or both bankrupt Sample 3 – 2 incomes, 1 bankrupt – surplus due 

Total Income $ 2600.00 Total Income $ 3500.00 Total Income $ 3500.00 

Minus* total medical, child 
care, child/spousal  support - 200.00 

Minus total medical, child care, 
child/spousal  support - 200.00 

Minus total medical, child care, 
child/spousal  support - 200.00 

Net adjusted Income $ 2400.00 Net adjusted Income $ 3300.00 Net adjusted Income $ 3300.00 

Minus Federal Guideline - 2508 Minus Federal Guideline - 2508.00 Minus Federal Guideline - 2508.00 

Surplus $ -108.00 Surplus $ 792.00 Surplus $ 792.00 

Times 50% or divide by 2  X 50% Times 50% or divide by 2  X 50% Times 50% or divide by 2  X50% 

Surplus payable $ -54.00 Surplus payable $ 396.00 Surplus payable,  396.00 

      Bankrupt portion; $2500/$3500  x71% 

      Actual surplus payable  $ 281.16 

Note: if surplus payable is under $100 per 
month ON AVERAGE, then there will be no 
surplus payable to the bankruptcy 

 To calculate the bankrupt’s portion, divide the 
bankrupt’s income only by the family income: 
$2500 divided by $3500 = 71% 

 
 
Using this sample, calculate your total income, total non-discretionary* deductions, and use the Guideline on your income statements provided at 
the signing appointment.  Do not use the sample numbers to calculate your personal surplus payable. 
 
All income, and all non-discretionary* amounts to deduct, must be confirmed.  If appropriate receipts for deductions are not provided then these 
amounts will be disallowed until such time as they are confirmed to the trustee’s office. 


